
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In the H a t t e r  of: 

AARLIS MONTGOMERY 1 
COMPLAINANT 1 

1 
vs . 1 CASE NO. 9576 

1 
LICKING VALLEY RURAL ELECTRIC 1 
COOPERATIVE CORPORATION 1 

) 
DEFENDANT 1 

O R D E R  

The C o r n m i s s i o n ,  on I ts  own Mot ion ,  HEREBY ORDERS that: 

1. A h e a r i n g  be and i t  hereby is scheduled o n  August 21, 

1986, a t  9 : 0 0  a.in., E a s t e r n  D a y l i g h t  Time,  i n  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ' s  

offices, F r a n k f o r t ,  Kentucky.  

2. L i c k i n g  Valley Rural Electric C o o p e r a t i v e  Corpora t ion  

( " L i c k i n g  Valley" 1 and Harlis Montgomery shall appear w i t h  

w i t n e s s e s  and  p e r t i n e n t  documen t s  to  p r e s e n t  e v i d e n c e  o n  t h e  

formal c o m p l a i n t  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  Coinmission on May 8,  1986. 

3. The Meter T e s t  and I n s p e c t i o n  R e p o r t  for H a r l i s  

Montgomery VS. L i c k i n g  V a l l e y  a t t a c h e d  h e r e t o  as Appendix A #  s h a l l  

be i n c l u d e d  as a p a r t  of the record i n  t h i s  p r o c e e d i n g .  

4. Harlis Montgomery and L i c k i n g  V a l l e y  s h a l l  f i l e  w r i t t e n  

comments, i f  a n y ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c o n t e n t s  of Appendix A by August 

7, 1986. 



Done a t  Frankfort, Kentucky,  t h i s  21st day of July, 1986. qd&T 
For the Coinxniss  n 

ATTEST t 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 



APPENDIX "A" 
a 

R E P O R T  

TO : 

THRU: 

FROM : 

Claude G .  Rhorer, Jr., Director 
D i v i s i o n  of E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  Services 

Electric S e c t i o n  
M. 'J. F i s h e r ,  

Chief -c"cg( 
J e f f e r y  L. G i l p i n  &X at 
U t i l i t y  I n v e s t i g a t o r ,  Sr.  
Electric S e c t i o n  

SUBJECT: Meter T e s t  a n d  I n s p e c t i o n  
Case No. 9576 

DATE t J u n e  23, 1986 

On J u n e  13, 1986, I went  to L i c k i n g  V a l l e y  RECC t o  

examine  a n d  o b s e r v e  a test  of meter #14351 i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  C a s e  

No. 9 5 7 6 .  P r e s e n t  a t  L i c k i n g  V a l l e y ' s  m e t e r  s h o p  w e r e  H o w a r d  

Montgomery, c o m p l a i n a n t ,  S t e p h e n  S a n d e r s ,  c o m p l a i n a n t k  a t t o r n e y ,  

S a l l y  N i c k e l l ,  office manage r  for L i c k i n g  V a l l e y  RECC, and  G a r l a n d  

C o t t l e ,  C e r t i f i e d  Meter Tester for  L i c k i n g  V a l l e y .  

T h i s  c o m p l a i n t  arose a f t e r  L i c k i n g  V a l l e y  removed M r .  

Montgomery's meter from account 82205900600 o n  March 21, 1986, for 

a periodic test. While t e s t i n g  t h e  m e t e r  Mr. C o t t l e  n o t i c e d  t h e  

meter b l a d e s  e x h i b i t e d ,  w h a t  he t h o u g h t  to  be, e x c e s s  wear 

c o n s i d e r i n g  the meter had been i n s t a l l e d  a t  t h i s  a c c o u n t  o n l y .  

Mr. C o t t l e  a t t r i b u t e d  t h i s  wear to t h e  meter being removed a n d  

i n s e r t e d  u p s i d e  down  repeatedly to  c a u s e  t h e  m e t e r  to r u n  backward 

a n d  in t u r n  s u b t r a c t  t h e  number of k i l o w a t t  h o u r s  shown. M r .  

C o t t l e  n o t i f i e d  t h e  b i l l i n g  d e p a r t m e n t  a f t e r  w h i c h  i n i t i a t e d  a 

u s a g e  s t u d y  which showed a steady d e c l i n e  i n  k i l o w a t t  h o u r s  used 
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as shown in..the attached April 4, 1986, letter mailed to Mr. 

nontgome ry . 
While I was at Licking Valley Mr. Cottle t e s t e d  the 

meter again according to procedures in 807 KAR 5:041,  Section 17, 

and found it to have an average percent registration of 100.28 

which is within the requirements of 807 KAR 5:006, Section 9 ( 2 ) .  

When I inspected the meter, the blades d i d  appear to  show an 

unusual amount of w e a r  to have been installed only once. No 

inspection of the meter base was made to see if it had excess wear 

or if there was damage in the base that could have caused the wear 

on the meter blades when the meter was installed and removed. 

Also, Hrs. N i c k e l l  stated that the serviceman who removed the 

meter did not note whether the meter retaining ring sea l  was 

intact when t h e  meter was removed. The meter r e t a i n i n g  r i n g  seal 

is used to determine if the retaining ring has been opened, which 

is necessary before the meter can be removed. 

JU;:jsb 

Attachment 



LICKING %ALLEY RURAL ELECTRIC COOrERATIVE 
MAIN STREET 
P.O. DRAWER 606 
WEST LIBERTY, KY 41472 

IBr Ierlodlt Mator C&a#cr - Account Ik. 2205900600 

Dear Mr. Ibntpwv: 

lh March 21, 1986. our eervice man changed your wter for a periodic test  am 
required by the Kootocky h b l l c  Serwlco Cor i rs ioo .  During th+ coatme of such 
ch.ngeo It -0 diocowered Chat the  meter spades exhibited considerable mar. 
Accordin& to 607 KAR 3:006 Section 9:9 your bill h a m  h e n  recomputed. 

Y w t  b i e t o t i c  kilovatt coarrnptioa 10 a0 f o l l m r  

1979 31,402 Itw# 
1980 29,847 KWl 
1981 21.201 KUH 

1963 14,377 KWl 
1982 14DOs8 

1984 11,915 
1985 9,958 

A8 p u  u n  me., yomt Ul-tt tomerrqtiea dropped d r a s t i c a l l y  o t a r t i w  v l t h  1982. 
Wo computed aa -1 Ularrtt eoarrt.ptloo average ar follorrr 
1979 31.402 
1980 29.847 
1981 
Tot81 %!% 8214% + 3 9 27,483 K W  0.t 78.t 

Ye t h e m  fimre4 tb mm-1 dlscrepeacy as follorrr 

?er Year Awerage 
KWR b i l l e d  
Underbilled 

1962 1963 1984 1985 1986 
27,483 27,489 2 ~ 4 0 3  2tD483 6 rn 67b 

13,425 13,106 16,268 17,525 
14nOS8 14,377 11,215 9,9S8 2 931 

If you add tho f l v o  uadorbillad total. co#ether, you e011 up d t h  8 a m  of 
64,263 Ulowattm tbat you -re not b i l l a d  for. 

Ttm total r d d l t l o r u l  bill la^ due (d la te ly  om t h i s  aceaunt i. 83,794-27 plum 
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I 
$38.50 for tb. r t e t  for a total due of 83.632.77. ThL8 fncluden your X.rcR 
19U6 b i l l ,  *fCb you rill receive on April 20, 1966. 

We nard for you to  c o y  t o  OQC Want tlborty Ottlco vlthla tan (10) drym from 
tha date of thin leetet  t o  uh mtraeg.wntm for payment of thin $3,832.77. 
0cherui.e yocrr e1metcic 8 0 ~ ~ i C e  rill ba d1.conn.ct.d a m  8trt.d in 607 Iw 5:006 
Soctioa l l t 3 b .  

It you h a w 0  ea? quemtfonm r8gardia# ray of tho ab~wo,  p loam f e d  free t o  contact 

Slacately,  

la.. 


